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Inflation as “A state in which the value
of money is falling, that is prices are
increasing”.
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Read the following passage carefully
and answer questions from 1 to 5 :

If India has to develop her internal

strengths, the nation has to focus on the

technologicalimperatives, keeping in
mind three dynamic dimensions : the peo-
ple, the overall economy and thestrategic
interests. These technological impera-
tives also take into account a ‘fourth’
dimension,time, an offshoot of modern
day dynamism in business, trade, and
technology that leads tocontinually shift-
ing targets. We believe that technological
strengths are especially crucial in deal-
ingwith this fourth dimension underlying
continuous change in the aspirations of
the people, theeconomy in the global con-
text, and the strategic interests. The
progress of technology lies at theheart of
human history. Technological strengths
are the key to creating more productive
employmentin an increasingly competi-
tive market place and to continually
upgrade human skills. Without aperva-
sive use of technologies, we cannot
achieve overall development of our peo-
ple in the years tocome. The direct link-
ages of technology to the nation’s strate-
gic strengths are becoming more andmore
clear, especially since 1990s. India’s own
strength in a number of core areas still
puts it in aposition of reasonable strength
in geo-political context. ~Any nation
aspiring to become a developedone needs
to have strengths in various strategic
technologies and also the ability to con-
tinuallyupgrade them through its own
creative strengths. For people-oriented
actions as well, whether forthe creation of
large scale productive employment or for
ensuring nutritional and health security-
for people, or for better living conditions,
technology is the only vital input. The
absence of greatertechnological impetus
could lead to lower productivity and
wastage of precious natural resources.
Activities with low productivity or low
value addition, in the final analysis hurt
the poorest most.The technological
imperatives to lift our people to a new
life, and to a life they are entitled to isim-
portant. India, aspiring to become a
major economic power in terms of trade
and increase inGDP, cannot succeed on
the strength of turnkey projects designed
and built abroad or only throughlarge-
scale imports of plant machinery, equip-
ment and know how. Even while being
alive to theshort-term realities, medium
and long-term strategies to develop core
technological strengths withinour indus-
try are vital for envisioning a developed
India.
1.According to the above passage, which
of the following are indicative of the
fourthdimension ?
(a) Aspirations of people
(b) Modern day dynamism

(c) Economy in the global context
(d) Strategic interests
Code :
(1) (a), (b) and (c) only
(2) (b), (c) and (d) only
(3) (a), (c) and (d) only
(4) (a), (b) and (d) only
2. More productive employment demands
(1) Pervasive use of technology
(2) Limiting competitive market place
(3) Geo-political considerations
(4) Large industries
3. Absence of technology would lead to
(a) Less pollution
(b) Wastage of precious
resources
(c)Low value addition(d)Hurting the
poorest most
Code :
(1) (a), (b) and (c) only
(2) (b), (c) and (d) only
(3) (a), (b) and (d) only
(4) (a), (c) and (d) only
4. The advantage of technological inputs

natural

geography or dependence on natural
resources; it also has social, economic
and political dimensions which influence
how climate change affects different
groups. Poor people rarely have insur-
ance to cover loss of property due to nat-
ural calamities i.e. drought, floods, super
cyclones etc. The poor communities are
already struggling to cope with the exist-
ing challenges of poverty and climate
variability and climate change could push
many beyond their ability to cope or even
survive. It is vital that these communities
are helped to adapt to the changing
dynamics of nature. Adaptation is a
process through which societies make
themselves better able to cope with an
uncertain future. Adapting to climate
change entails taking the right measures
to reduce the negative effects of climate
change (or exploit the positive ones) by
making the appropriate adjustments and
changes. These range from technological
options such as increased sea defences or

con

READINS
ﬂEHENSiON

flood - proof houses on
stilts to behavioural
change at the individual
level, such as reducing
water use in times of
drought. Other strate-
gies include early warn-
ing systems for extreme
events, better water
| management, improved
risk management, vari-
ous insurance options
and biodiversity conser-
vation. Because of the
speed at which climate

would result in :
(1) Unbridled technological growth
(2) Importing plant machinery
(3) Sidelining environmental issues
(4) Lifting our people to a life of dignity
5. Envisioning a developed India requires
(1) Aspiration to become a major eco-
nomic player
(2) Dependence
designed abroad
(3) Focus on short-term projects
(4) Development of core technological
strengths
Read the passage carefully and answer
question numbers from 6 to 10.
Climate change is considered to be
one of the most serious threats to sustain-
able development, with adverse impacts
on the environment, human health, food
security, economic activity, natural
resources and physical infrastructure.
Global climate varies naturally.
According to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the
effects of climate change have already
been observed, and scientific findings
indicate that precautionary and prompt
action is necessary. Vulnerability to cli-
mate change is not just a function of

upon projects

change is happening
due to global temperature rise, it is urgent
that the vulnerability of developing coun-
tries to climate change is reduced and
their capacity to adapt is increased and
national adaptation plans are implement-
ed. Adapting to climate change will entail
adjustments and changes at every level
from community to national and interna-
tional. Communities must build their
resilience, including adopting appropriate
technologies while making the most of
traditional knowledge, and diversifying
their livelihoods to cope with current and
future climate stress. Local coping strate-
gies and knowledge need to be used in
synergy with government and local inter-
ventions. The need of adaptation inter-
ventions depends on national circum-
stances. There is a large body of knowl-
edge and experience within local commu-
nities on coping with climatic variability
and extreme weather events. Local com-
munities have always aimed to adapt to
variations in their climate. To do so, they
have made preparations based on their
resources and their knowledge accumu-
lated through experience of past weather
patterns. This includes times when they

have also been forced to react to and

recover from extreme events, such as
floods, drought and hurricanes. Local
coping strategies are an important ele-
ment of planning for adaptation. Climate
change is leading communities to experi-
ence climatic extremes more frequently,
as well as new climate conditions and
extremes. Traditional knowledge can help
to provide efficient, appropriate and time

- tested ways of advising and enabling

adaptation to climate change in commu-

nities who are feeling the effects of cli-
mate changes due to global warming.

6. Given below are the factors of vulner-
ability of poor people to climate
change. Select the code that contains
the correct answer.

(a) Their dependence on natural

resources

(b) Geographical attributes

(c) Lack of financial resources

(d) Lack of traditional knowledge
Code:

(1) (a), (b) and (c)

(2) (b), (¢) and (d)

(3) (@), (b), (¢) and (d)

4) (c) only

7. Adaptation as a process enables soci-

eties to cope with:

(a) An uncertain future

(b) Adjustments and changes

(c) Negative impact of climate change
(d) Positive impact of climate change

Select the most appropriate answer from
the following code:
(1) (a), (b), (¢) and (d)
(2) (a) and (c)

(3) (b), (¢) and (d)
4) (c) only

8. To address the challenge of climate
change, developing countries urgently
require:

(1) Imposition of climate change tax
(2) Implementation of national adapta-
tion policy at their level

(3) Adoption of short-term plans

(4) Adoption of technological solu-
tions

9. The traditional knowledge should be
used through:

(1) Its dissemination

(2) Improvement in national circum-
stances

(3) Synergy between government and
local interventions

(4) Modern technology

10. The main focus of the passage is on:

(1) Combining traditional knowledge

with appropriate technology

(2) Co-ordination between regional

and national efforts

(3) Adaptation to climate change

(4) Social dimensions of climate

change

Answers
1.3 2.1 3.2 4.4 5.46.1
10.3

7.1 8.2 9.3
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